Purpose To organize and implement a programme of research, training, and dissemination of knowledge, directed to the alleviation of the problems of world hunger and malnutrition.
Functions
i. Identifying pressing global nutrition problems that are subject to alleviation through research, advanced training and dissemination of knowledge and are not being adequately recognized or sufficiently dealt with by existing national and international institutions. ii. Filling major gaps in knowledge and expertise concerning these problems through (a) promoting and Organizing sustained, internationally co-ordinated networks of mission-oriented, multidisciplinary research and advanced training programmes; (b) strengthening individual and institutional capabilities, especially in developing countries; and (c) encouraging innovative approaches to the examination of these problems.
iii. Disseminating to the United Nations and its agencies, to scholars, policy-makers, and to the public, knowledge and new perspectives concerning these problems resulting from UNU activities and from other sources, thereby facilitating the development of relevant approaches and solutions. 
Associated Institutions

Institute of Nutrition of Central America and Panama
